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IMPACT Program Chief of Party and 

PanAfricare Country Director Dominic 

Godana reiterated IMPACT’s commitment 

to addressing malnutrition in the program 

areas. “We continue to actively support 

Nutrition-sensitive and Nutrition-specific 

interventions in the county. The main goal 

of the Program is to sustainably address 

malnutrition.”

Everline Namuya a Community Health 

Volunteer said that the bicycle will ease 

her mobility around the villages she works 

in. “I usually walk long distances to reach 

where my services are needed. I am 

confident that this bicycle will enable me 

access where I could not.”

Gabriel Echakan also a health volunteer 

further highlighted how his daily work 

involves visiting communities, doing tests, 

and providing them with nutrition 

information. “This bicycle will enhance my 

mobility in the community. With it I will 

reach more people as I will increase my 

patient visits.”
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CHVs testing the new bicycles

TURKANA: Access to healthcare and health 

information is limited for communities living in 

hardship areas. In such areas where the 

health workforce is strained, Community 

Health Volunteers fill up the gap and provide 

the needed services.

Community Health Volunteers (CHVs) are at 

the heart of PanAfricare IMPACT Program. 

The program engages 48 CHVs from the 

project areas of Turkwel and Katilu Wards in 

Loima and Turkana South Sub-Counties

respectively.It is with this backround that 

PanAfricare launched the distribution of 48 

bicycles meant for each of the CHVs. 

Turkana County Government Health and 

Sanitation CEC Hon. Jane Ajele graced the 

event and appreciated the roles played by the 

CHVs in the health sector. “The County 

Government appreciates the roles played by 

the CHVs. Empowering the Volunteers is 

strengthening the health system. “The County 

Executive appreciated PanAfricare for the 

continued support of health interventions in the 

county noting that Nutrition is an important 

focus of the County.
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Health and Sanitation CEC Jane Ajele and PanAfricare Chief of Party during the function
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NURTURING PARTNERSHIP THROUGH 

DONOR VISIT 

TURKWELL: PanAfricare IMPACT is glad to have hosted a delegation from Bayer 

Fund who visited the project sites in both Katilu and Turkwel in Turkana County, Kenya.

The delegation included PanAfricare team lead by the Country Director and IMPACT’s 

Chief of Party Dominic Godana, the Bayer team, and representatives of the Turkana 

County Government.

Jimmy Kiberu, Bayer’s Corporate Engagement Lead commended PanAfricare for the 

phenomenal success and impact made in the communities they work in. “Bayer is about 

partnerships that aim to bring tangible solutions to communities. Bayer recognizes the 

contributions of PanAfricare, Turkana County Government, the people, and all other 

partners towards the success of this project.

IMPACT Program Chief of Party Dominic Godana thanked Bayer for funding the program 

saying PanAfricare remains committed to the goal of improving nutrition outcomes for 

pregnant women, lactating mothers, and children under the age of five. “The IMPACT 

Program is about system strengthening. We are proud of the progress and partnerships 

we have built with our stakeholders in pursuit of the goal of ending malnutrition.”

Anthony Maina, Head of Communication Bayer SouthEast Africa Region said IMPACT 

Program is one of Bayer Fund’s major projects in Africa aimed at empowering farmers in 

arid areas. “Health for All, Hunger for None is our vision at Bayer. As an implementing 

partner, PanAfricare has done a lot to improve the food situation in Turkana County. We 

are excited to see what has happened, the investments put into the project are clear.”

The Five-Year IMPACT Program was launched in 2019 with resources from BAYER 

Fund. The project continues to make impactful interventions as they build infrastructure 

around farms, strengthen the health system and build farmers’ capacity.

Farm Visit at Lolupe

CARE GROUP TRAINING TURKWELL

TURKANA: A Community Care Group (CCG)is a group of 10–15 community-based volunteers that meet with project staff for training and 

supportive supervision. Care Group Volunteers (CGVs) provide greater peer support to one another, develop stronger commitments to health 

activities and find more creative solutions to challenges by working as a group compared to individual volunteers expected to work 

independently. CCGs provide the structure for a community health information system that reports on new pregnancies, births and deaths 

detected during home visits.

To actualize realization of the desired behavior change at the community level, the project organized for a review meeting in Turkwell with the 

trained Nutrition Outreach Agents, Community Health Extension Workers and nutritionists to fast track the rollout of the CCG activities. By the 

end of the review meeting, a roll out work plan for the CCG had been formulated. A total of 14 health care workers (9 CHEWs, 4 nutritionists 

and 1 NOA) attended the sensitization sessions. A similar meeting is planned for Katilu Ward as well.
.

Participants during the training as well as a group work session. 

Infrastructure update at Kangaita Farm

Visit to Natirae Farm  



www.africareimpact.orgAfricare newsletter | June 2021

3

INCREDIBLE TRANSFORMATION THROUGH FARMING IN NATIRAE

TURKWELL: When Africare first engaged farmers in Natirae in Turkana County Kenya, their farm had been overtaken by Prosopis 

juliflora bushes; an inversive dryland weed. The farm’s infrastructure had been rundown with canals in need of desilting.

In 2020 work began on the 72-acre farm, through the support of the IMPACT Program Natirae farmers cleared the bushes and thereafter 

began ploughing the farm.

With Turkana County experiencing a long drought, it was prudent to have the farm under irrigation. The process to desilt the canals 

started; to utilize water from the nearby River Turkwel. The one-kilometer canal was rehabilitated and paved way for water to enter the 

farm.

With water on the farm, Natirae was ready for farming. Through the provision of certified seeds, farming tools, and training by the 

Program, farming began, and over the months the farm steadily turned green.

In May 2021 Natirae registered its first sorghum harvest. We visited the farm and met up with jubilant farmers in the process of harvesting. 

Elizabeth Akai one of the many farmers harvesting, told us that the harvest will benefit her and her family “I am truly grateful to Africare for 

holding our hand. This harvest is food for my family. Any surplus will be sold, and money used to buy the household needs like soap.”

Close to Elizabeth’s section of the farm we meet Esachet Nasinyono. Today she has already threshed two bags of sorghum. The mother 

of six is eager to speak to us, “My section is half-acre. I am so happy to harvest sorghum although I am yet to cut down all the stalks. This 

harvest will feed my children and even the extended family.” Esachet adds that she will grind the dry grain using stone to turn it into flour.

The farm has sorghum, maize, millet, and a variety of vegetables. The farm is divided into sections where each farmer manages their 

individual farms. The IMPACT Program directly supports 20 farmers with over 150 indirectly benefitting from the Program.

Support to the farm included bush clearing, desilting of canals and provision of tools  and seeds that eventually led to a successful bumper harvest

LOLUPE WOMEN CASHING IN ON VEGETABLE FARMING

TURKANA: Lolupe farm is brimming with a variety of vegetables. At 10 in the morning the farm is action packed. Women 

are busy watering the vegetables while others are harvesting. 

The women are earning a living out their vegetables. While they consume some, some are being sold to community 

members in Turkwel local market and some supply nearby schools with the vegetables.  Margaret who is the chairlady 

tells us expansion of the farm have been hampered by the lack of enough water. The water that they use is being shared 

by the farmers and the community. 

For this reason, IMPACT Program is at the advance stage of equipping an already drilled borehole next to the farm with 

solar panels, storage tanks and irrigation pipes. The farm will have the capacity to expand from the current 2 acres to up 

to 20 acres. “We only grow crops on the rest of the farm during the rainy season as the water available is not sufficient to 

irrigate the entire farm.” added Margaret. The two-acre vegetable farm benefits 30 women. They grow spinach, saga, 

kales, managu, miroo among others. 

.
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About Africare Impact Program
IMPACT aims to improve nutrition and access to healthy foods in Turkana 

County, Kenya. The focus is on young children and mothers.

Why nutrition? According to the baseline findings, persistent malnutrition 

and household food insecurity is a daily challenge. More than 73.4% of 

women in the county are consuming less than five out of 10 food groups 

while the majority of children (79.5%) between 6-23 months access less 

than the 4 out of 7 food groups. These figures point to a fact that 

malnutrition is a serious impediment to the efforts of achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The IMPACT Program is 

supported by BAYER Fund

.
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Upcoming  
events

• Conduct cooking 

demonstrations

• Establish more home vegetable 

gardens

• Support CHVs review meetings

• Care Group Roll out

• Continued borehole drilling and 

equipping

• Continued monitoring of farms 

and kitchen gardens

• Interactive Radio session

Photo gallery

JUNE 2021 EVENTS HIGHLIGHT  

Pump testing at Kaekunyuk

Canal Inspection at Napak

Israel Farm beneficiaries with tomato harvest
Farm tools beneficiaries in Kanaodon

Visit to Health CEC with Bayer representativePump testing site with Bayer team at Nakabosan

@AfricareImpactprogram

Africare Impact Program

www.africareimpact.org

A beneficiary at Lolupe farmVisit to Lolupe Farm


